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What is ROI Prompting?
AI chatbots are powerful study tools — but only if you tell them exactly what you need. Typing "help me revise" gets you a generic wall of text. The ROI method fixes this by giving every prompt three clear parts:
Role: Tell the AI who to be. A tutor? An examiner? A debate coach? This controls the tone.
Output: Tell the AI what to make. A quiz? Flashcards? A paragraph? A comparison table?
Information: Give the AI your context. Year group, exam board, topic, what you find hard.

How to Use This Guide
Each prompt below includes three things:
The Schema Table — showing the three ROI elements and what each one does.
The Copy-Paste Prompt — a ready-made prompt you can paste straight into any AI chatbot. Just swap in your own topic.
A Worked Example — showing what the AI actually produces, so you know what to expect.

	Tip: You can use these prompts in Copilot, ChatGPT, Claude, or Gemini — they all work the same way. If the AI gives you something too easy or too hard, just tell it: "Make this harder" or "Simplify this for a Year 9 student."




1. The Catch-Up Summary
Role + Output + Information
Best for: Catching up on missed lessons, last-minute revision, building a personal revision sheet. Gets you a clear, structured summary pitched at your level.

Schema
	Element
	What It Does
	Example

	[Role]
	A subject tutor who explains clearly at your level
	"You are a patient GCSE Biology tutor"

	[Output]
	What the AI should produce — format and scope
	"Write a one-page summary with key terms highlighted"

	[Information]
	Topic, year group, exam board, what you missed
	"I missed the photosynthesis topic. AQA, Year 10."



Inter-element rules: [Role] sets the difficulty level. [Output] must specify a concrete format (not just "explain it"). [Information] must include enough context that the AI doesn't have to guess your year group or exam board.

Copy-Paste Prompt
	You are a patient <<subject>> tutor who explains things clearly for a <<year group>> student.

Write a one-page revision summary of <<topic>> that covers the key concepts, includes the important vocabulary with brief definitions, and ends with three quick self-test questions.

I'm studying <<exam board>> and I missed this topic in class. Keep the language straightforward and avoid assuming I already know the basics.



Worked Example: Photosynthesis
[Role]: You are a patient GCSE Biology tutor who explains things clearly for a Year 10 student.
[Output]: Write a one-page revision summary of photosynthesis covering the light-dependent and light-independent reactions. Include key vocabulary with definitions and end with three self-test questions.
[Information]: I'm studying AQA Biology and I missed the photosynthesis lessons. I have a test on Friday. Keep it simple and don't assume I know what chloroplasts do.


2. The Practice Quiz
Role + Output + Information
Best for: Self-testing, retrieval practice, exam preparation. Creates realistic questions that get harder as you go — much better than just re-reading your notes.

Schema
	Element
	What It Does
	Example

	[Role]
	An exam coach who writes realistic, progressively harder questions
	"You are a strict but fair AQA exam coach"

	[Output]
	A quiz with question types, difficulty curve, and answer key
	"Create a 10-question quiz mixing recall and analysis"

	[Information]
	Text, act/chapter, themes to focus on, target grade
	"Romeo and Juliet Act 3. Themes: conflict, fate. Grade 7."



Inter-element rules: [Output] must specify the number of questions and the mix of types (recall, short-answer, analysis). [Information] must include the specific text or topic and the target grade so the AI pitches the difficulty correctly.

Copy-Paste Prompt
	You are a strict but fair exam coach who writes realistic <<exam board>>-style questions.

Create a 10-question quiz on <<text/topic>> mixing short-answer and analysis questions. Start with recall and build to evaluation. Include an answer key at the end with mark allocations.

I'm in <<year group>> aiming for Grade <<grade>>. Focus on the themes of <<themes>>. Make the last two questions genuinely challenging.



Worked Example: Romeo and Juliet Act 3
[Role]: You are a strict but fair exam coach who writes realistic AQA English Literature questions.
[Output]: Create a 10-question quiz on Romeo and Juliet Act 3, mixing short-answer and quote-analysis questions. Start with simple recall and build to evaluation. Include an answer key with mark allocations.
[Information]: I'm in Year 11 aiming for Grade 7. Focus on themes of conflict and fate. Make the last two questions the kind that would appear on a real GCSE paper.


3. The Essay Coach
Role + Output + Information
Best for: Getting feedback on draft essays before handing them in. Identifies strengths, weaknesses, and shows you what improvement looks like — without writing the essay for you.

Schema
	Element
	What It Does
	Example

	[Role]
	A supportive teacher who gives specific, actionable feedback
	"You are a supportive English teacher"

	[Output]
	Structured feedback: strengths, improvements, and a rewritten paragraph
	"Give 3 strengths, 3 improvements, rewrite my weakest paragraph"

	[Information]
	Subject, task, target grade, specific struggle
	"Year 11 Ozymandias essay. Grade 7. I struggle with quotations."



Inter-element rules: [Information] must include the specific skill you find hard. [Output] must ask for a rewritten example so you can see what improvement looks like, not just be told what's wrong.

Copy-Paste Prompt
	You are a supportive <<subject>> teacher who gives specific, actionable feedback.

Read my essay and give me 3 strengths and 3 areas to improve, with examples from my text. Then rewrite my weakest paragraph to show me what a stronger version looks like.

This is a <<year group>> practice essay on <<topic/text>>. I'm aiming for Grade <<grade>>. I particularly struggle with <<specific skill>>.

[Paste your essay below this line]



Worked Example: Power in Ozymandias
[Role]: You are a supportive English teacher who gives specific, actionable feedback.
[Output]: Read my essay and give me 3 strengths and 3 areas to improve, with direct examples from my text. Then rewrite my weakest paragraph to show me what Grade 7 looks like.
[Information]: This is a Year 11 practice essay on how Shelley presents power in Ozymandias. I'm aiming for Grade 7. I struggle with embedding quotations smoothly — they always feel bolted on.


4. The Alternative Explanation
Role + Output + Information
Best for: When the textbook explanation doesn't click. Gets the AI to explain a concept using real-world analogies and worked examples — a second teacher who explains it a different way.

Schema
	Element
	What It Does
	Example

	[Role]
	A tutor who uses analogies and avoids textbook jargon
	"You are a Maths tutor who uses real-world examples"

	[Output]
	An alternative explanation with a scenario, steps, and practice questions
	"Explain using a shopping scenario, then give 3 practice questions"

	[Information]
	What you understand, what confuses you, how you learn best
	"I get single equations but two unknowns confuse me. I'm visual."



Inter-element rules: [Information] must say what you already understand — this stops the AI starting from scratch. [Role] must specify "avoids textbook language" or similar, otherwise the AI just rephrases the textbook.

Copy-Paste Prompt
	You are a <<subject>> tutor who uses real-world analogies and avoids textbook language.

Explain <<topic>> using a concrete, everyday scenario. Walk through it step-by-step, then give me 3 practice questions with full worked answers.

I already understand <<what you know>> but I get confused by <<what confuses you>>. I'm a <<learning style>> learner and examples help more than rules.



Worked Example: Simultaneous Equations
[Role]: You are a Maths tutor who uses real-world analogies and avoids textbook language.
[Output]: Explain simultaneous equations using a real-life shopping scenario. Walk through the method step-by-step, then give me 3 practice questions with full worked answers.
[Information]: I understand single equations fine but I get confused when there are two unknowns. I'm a visual learner and concrete examples help me more than abstract rules.


5. The Debate Preparer
Role + Output + Information
Best for: Preparing for class discussions, debates, and discursive essays. Forces you to understand both sides of an argument before you open your mouth.

Schema
	Element
	What It Does
	Example

	[Role]
	A debate coach who helps argue both sides of a question
	"You are a History debate coach"

	[Output]
	Balanced arguments for and against, with evidence per point
	"4 arguments FOR and 4 AGAINST, one key fact each"

	[Information]
	The statement, year group, format, length constraint
	"Year 9 class debate. 2-3 sentences per argument max."



Inter-element rules: [Output] must request equal numbers of arguments on each side. [Information] must include a length constraint — without it, the AI writes paragraphs when you need bullet points.

Copy-Paste Prompt
	You are a <<subject>> debate coach who helps students argue both sides of a question confidently.

Give me <<number>> arguments FOR and <<number>> arguments AGAINST the statement: "<<statement>>". Include one key date, fact, or piece of evidence per argument.

This is for a <<year group>> class debate. I need to sound confident on both sides, even the one I disagree with. Keep each argument to 2-3 sentences maximum.



Worked Example: Treaty of Versailles
[Role]: You are a History debate coach who helps students argue both sides of a question.
[Output]: Give me 4 arguments FOR and 4 arguments AGAINST the statement: "The Treaty of Versailles was the main cause of World War Two." Include one key date or fact per argument.
[Information]: This is for a Year 9 class debate. I need to sound confident even on the side I disagree with. Keep each argument to 2-3 sentences maximum.


6. The Flashcard Factory
Role + Output + Information
Best for: Turning messy class notes into clean revision flashcards. Saves hours of copying out and forces the AI to prioritise the most important content.

Schema
	Element
	What It Does
	Example

	[Role]
	A study skills expert who creates concise, memorable cards
	"You are a study skills expert"

	[Output]
	Flashcards with question/answer format and memory aids
	"12 flashcards, under 25 words per answer, memory tricks"

	[Information]
	Subject, topic, your notes (pasted in)
	"GCSE Geography: Coastal Landscapes. Notes pasted below."



Inter-element rules: [Output] must cap the answer length — flashcards with 50-word answers defeat the purpose. [Information] must include your actual notes, not just the topic name. The AI can't make good flashcards from a topic title alone.

Copy-Paste Prompt
	You are a study skills expert who creates memorable, concise revision flashcards.

Turn my notes into <<number>> flashcards. Each card should have a clear question on the front and a short answer (under 25 words) on the back. Add a memory trick or mnemonic for the three hardest ones.

Subject: <<subject>> — <<topic>>. My class notes are pasted below.

[Paste your notes here]



Worked Example: Coastal Landscapes
[Role]: You are a study skills expert who creates memorable, concise revision cards.
[Output]: Turn these notes into 12 flashcards with a question on the front and a short answer (under 25 words) on the back. Add a memory trick for the three hardest ones.
[Information]: Subject: GCSE Geography — Coastal Landscapes. My notes cover erosion types (hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition, solution), wave types (constructive vs destructive), and landforms (stacks, arches, wave-cut platforms).


The Golden Rules
1. Be specific about your level. Include your year group, exam board, and target grade. "Help me revise Biology" gives generic results. "Help me revise AQA GCSE Biology, Year 10, targeting Grade 6" gives results you can actually use.
2. Tell the AI what you find hard. "I don't understand how X works" gets far better help than "explain X". The AI adjusts its explanation when it knows where you're stuck.
3. Ask for formats you'll actually use. Flashcards, quizzes, bullet-point summaries, comparison tables. Don't just ask for "an explanation" — you'll get a wall of text you won't read.
4. Check everything against your textbook. AI can get facts wrong, invent quotations, or muddle dates. Treat it as a study partner, not an authority.
5. Never paste AI output into coursework. Use it to learn, not to cheat. Your teachers will know. AI is a revision tool, not a ghostwriter.
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"Give the AI a role, tell it what to make, and hand it the facts. That's it."
